
Pastor’s page: Hispanic Catholics and the Future of US Catholicism 

      My high school and college years were spent in schools that were preparing candidates 
for priesthood in the Catholic Church. The high school courses I took were much the same 
as young people take today. The significant difference was language choice. I studied Latin 
and French. In college, ancient Greek was added to my college seminary studies because it 
was the language of the New Testament. Sadly, Spanish was not offered. No one guessed 
that the future of US Catholicism would be with Hispanic immigration. I regret that I 
never learned Spanish. Fortunately at St. Kilian we are blest to have Father Jose Luis 
Tenas with us. Only two years a priest, he was born in El Salvador, and released by his 
bishop to serve in our diocese for 5 years, with the possibility of longer time. 

      St. Kilian has been designated by our bishop as an area parish in service of Spanish 
speaking (and praying) Catholics. Demographically, the village of Farmingdale has a 
population that is 12 percent Hispanic. But Fr. Jose Luis’ ministry serves a five mile radius 
of parishes, and we attract hundreds of Spanish speaking Catholics outside our parish 
boundaries. 

1. Hispanic immigration is reenergizing the church in the United States. Nearly one 
third of the Catholic population of 74 million in this country is of Hispanic 
background - 25,000,000. The millennial generation  (as defined by sociologists) are 
those born between 1980 and 1993 - fifteen million out of the general US population 
of 320 million. 45% of the young millennial generation, or 7 million, are Hispanics, 
and the majority of these young people are Roman Catholic.  

2.  Like non-Hispanic millennial Catholics, they believe in core doctrines that emerged 
from early church history: the resurrection of Jesus, assisting the poor and needy, 
belief in Mary as the mother of God, and the sacraments. In fact, Hispanic Catholics 
believe in these teachings, and see them as more important to them personally, than 
do non-Hispanic Catholics of the same generation. They oppose abortion more 
strongly than non-Hispanic Catholics. They believe in having a prayer life that is 
very active - more than do non-Hispanics. And they have greater interest in Catholic 
devotions like adoration of the Eucharist and praying the rosary - than do non-
Hispanics. 

3.  In larger proportions than non-Hispanics, Hispanic Catholics have devotion to the 
mass and attending mass weekly; helping the poor and protecting the unborn from 
abortion; and support of the papacy as meaningful to them as Catholics. 

4. The strong emphasis on concern for social justice (again stronger than non-Hispanic 
Catholics), helping the poor and advocating for the less fortunate, grows out of 
Hispanics’ personal experience. One quarter of them in this country live in poverty. 
28% have less than a high school education. Fewer than 10% have a college degree. 
This means that they have much less education than non-Hispanic Catholics.  



      Importantly, they understand poverty and the struggle to get a good education from the 
inside. For them, it is a fact of life. Consequently they have the expectation that the 
Catholic Church will support the dignity and the rights of all peoples. They have the 
expectation that the church will advocate for those who are suffering deprivation, and 
work to change unjust systems that demean rather than promote the quality of life of 
human beings. 

      In recent sociological studies, Hispanic women, even more than Hispanic men, are 
shown to be devout and committed to Catholicism. On the other hand, non-Hispanic 
women (born between 1980 and 1993) in the millennial generation - are the least involved 
with the church and with Catholicism. 

      Hispanic women, in their traditional commitment to Christ, the Blessed Mother, the 
sacraments, and social justice, seem to be the vibrant future of the church in the United 
States. If current trends continue, and there is no indication that they will not, and as non-
Hispanic Catholics stop going to church and the sacraments, Hispanics, especially Hispanic 
women and their children, will become the backbone of US Catholicism. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 

 


